THOUGHTS ANB FANCIES
theologians constructed a theory of a Divine
origin for the Pope's temporal authority, but
this was never universally accepted, and after
centuries of disputation and challenge it was at
last definitely repudiated by one of the most
militant of pontifis little more than sixty years
ago. In fact the Popes exercised a jurisdiction
by consent, and the consent was owing to the
patent fact that the Church gave evidence of a
persistence in power and vitality for richer for
poorer, through persecution or through scandals,
which no secular institution could rival. But
for all that this jurisdiction was an " accidental "
unknown in the ancient period of the Church
and unexercised in modern times.
In like manner the survival of learning was
due to the reverence felt for the Church and her
institutions wherever the population was at least
nominally Christian. In the darkest of times
before and after the millennium the libraries of
the monasteries were usually safe from the
marauder. There only, speaking broadly, was
education possible, and even when some of the
pupils had no intention of becoming clerics they
must soon have lost much of what they had
learnt when they emerged into the rude atmos-
phere of an unlettered world. Only churchmen
could keep in touch with scholarship and the
movements of thought in other countries, and
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